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NZDA Heli-hunting Sub Committee Notice to Branches and members 7 November 2011

The heli-hunting sub committee is asking members and branches to write to members of parliament
(MPs) on the issue of heli-hunting. This is part of our strategy to influence a change of legislation
that would outlaw heli-hunting for good.

All the advice we have received, including the legal opinion, has been that forcing a change of political
stance on heli-hunting is likely the only way we will put a stop to it.

The Department of Conservation should be accountable to the New Zealand public; quite clearly however,
on the issue of heli-hunting they are only interested in the 13 business people operating a helicopter-
assisted guiding hunting scheme, against the wishes of the appointed guardians of these public lands/parks
— the conservation boards, plus all the national outdoor recreational groups, whose members use these
public lands/parks.

The Department of Conservation then needs to be held accountable to the Minister of Conservation, Kate
Wilkinson and the Prime Minister John Key; Kate Wilkinson has had ample opportunity to put a stop to heli-
hunting but has failed to do so.

What we seek to do then is to make this issue such an embarrassment to the government that the resolve to
stop it will come from higher up the ranks, and in so doing uitimately there will be accountability. This is
where we need your help.

We would like individual members and branches to write a letter to all electorate and list MPs condemning
heli-hunting.
We would like you to:
A.  Startyour letter by introducing yourself or branch; state your hunting interests and experience.
B. State that you are opposed to the practice of heli-hunting on all public land.

C.  Choose from the list of reasons below for opposing heli-hunting; you may choose only a few if
you wish 3 or 4 will do.

Choose them at random remembering that we want them to be individual: if all letters are the
same they will be treated as only one letter:

1. Heli-hunting is not a suitable activity in national parks, wilderness areas or remote back country areas
because it does not fit the definition for these areas as set out in the Conservation Management Strategy
(CMS) for the West Coast.

2. The increase in helicopter activity, irregular landings and low level flying negates the values associated
with wilderness areas as stated in the CMS.

3. Heli-hunting is not an effective means of wild animal control; it will lead to helicopter shyness in animals
which will compromise the effectiveness of future control operations.

4. Heli-hunting harms the international reputation of New Zealand, it is seen as an unethical practice and is
not condoned any where else in the world.

5. ltis causing resentment among tramping, climbing and fishing recreationalists, who seek a wilderness
experience free from noise and disturbance.




[image: image2.png]6. Recreational hunters resent having to follow a set of rules which don’t apply to heli-hunters; they see this
as heli-hunters having privilege over them. There should be one set of rules for all.

7. The herding and hazing aspect of heli-hunting is strongly condemned by hunters and animal welfare
people.

8. All the organisations representing outdoor interests have expressed their concerns over the practice of
heli-hunting, and there is outrage at the exclusion of the public from land management issues that allow
heli-hunting.

9. The West Coast Conservation Board, the Otago Conservation Board and the Canterbury Conservation
Board are all opposed to heli-hunting.

10. DOC charging a trophy fee for chamois and tahr is seen as selling hunting rights to the highest bidder;
none of this money has come back to animal control, and in fact, DOC is unable to say where it has
gone.

11. DOC has no mandate to sell hunting rights or animals on public land. The animals belong to the public
and the public have a right to have a say in the management of these animals and lands. The public and
outdoor groups have spoken loudly on this issue, and they are saying no to heli-hunting.

12. Hunters see themselves as significant contributors to the protection of the conservation estate: they are
involved in many projects up and down the country which enable DOC to be more effective in their work
and at less cost. Hunters contribute to the blue duck programme pest control operations and wilding
pine control to name a few; this goodwill is seriously in jeopardy due to heli-hunting.

13. There is no provision for policing the heli-hunting permit conditions, and in fact DOC has turned a blind
eye to the many complaints so far laid against heli-hunters.

14. Heli-hunting takes place in mountainous terrain where safety is paramount; the practice of taking foreign
hunters into this terrain is placing them at great risk.

There has already been loss of life from this practice.
15. Heli-hunting is unsafe, unethical, unsporting, unsustainable, unprincipled and unwanted.
If you have your own reasons by all means add those.

Send your letter to every electorate MP and list MP in your area. Do not send your letter to all 122 current
MPs in parliament.

You can find a full tist of current MPs with links to their biographies and contact details, on parliament’s
website www.parliament.govt.nz where they are listed in alphabetical order.

Send letters to MPs at parliament not to their electorate offices.
Some list MPs have a low presence in the region they come from but all have offices in parliament.
The address formula to use is:

MP’s Name

Parliament Office

Private Bag 18888

Parliament Buildings

Wellington 6160

Don't send by email, as email correspondence is usually cleared by MPs’ staff as a routine activity, written
letters are more likely to be given to members to inspect.

Address your letter personally — this has more chance of being placed in front of the MP.
Please make a copy of your letter available to national office by post or electronically.

I would love to be able to report to conference next year that we had a response to this
numbering in the thousands.

Remember, this will only be effective if the number of letters they receive makes them sit up and take notice.

Snow Hewetson, National Executive, hewetson.family@xtra.co.nz Phone: 03 572 2772 Cell: 0274122772




