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Dear Eric,

“HELI-HUNTING” — SOME CONCERNS

I write to express concern at the apparent sanctioning of what has become known as “heli-
hunting”, where a supposedly recreational shooter engages the services of a helicopter and
pilot, with a hunting guide (because the shooter is often a tourist visitor) to not only locate a
wild animal, but to at times harass or chase it to the point of exhaustion, for the purpose of
killing it as a “trophy” animal.

As you probably know, I have been recreational hunting for many years and respect the
commercial hunting endeavours which have gained a measure of control over our wild animal
populations, for which humans are the only predators.

Eric, there are several issues at stake here, and I am sure you are aware of many, if not all of
them, so I’ll try not to bore you with endless repetition, briefly mentioning only a few:

1. The legality of the use of heli-hunting as a means of furthering wild animal control
operations seems to be at best, debatable, given that under the Wild Animal Control
Act (1977), this lies within the realms of recreational, not commercial effort
(although I am sure there is commercial gain to be derived by the helicopter and
guiding operators).

2. Heli-hunting seems to enjoy advantages over those available to other back country
recreational users. Tam thinking of access issues pertaining to wilderness areas in
particular, in which heli-hunting is gaining access opportunities denied to other
recreational users such as trampers and climbers, even foot-borne recreational hunters.

3. That heli-hunting is cited as a method for wild animal control must be questioned
because desirable trophy animals, being male, comprise at best only half of the
population “pyramid” and those of sufficient maturity to provide a suitable trophy, as
I am sure you’ll agree, comprise a tiny proportion of the male stock.

4. Heli-hunting provides a dreadful image for NZ hunters and for hunting in general,
because people not only fail to distinguish between the clinical killing required for
Wild Animal (game meat) Recovery (WARS), and recreational hunting.

5. That Heli-hunting is portrayed as a “sporting” endeavour smears the legitimate
recreational hunters because people equate or extrapolate the use of helicopters
(which we might use for transport) with heli-hunting and other odious measures.

I sense an ideological thrust to the apparent sanctioning of heli-hunting, perhaps driven by the
twin needs of appearances tor “animal control” with gaining tourist dollars. From what I’ve
learned so far, with gross takings of the order of $200,000, this would seem to offer a very
poor rate of financial return on capital investment, given the expenses of helicopter operation,
which involves insurances of all kinds.

I’d be interested in your views on these matters.

Warm regards,

Chaz Forsyth
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Dear Madam
| am writing to urge you to change the law regarding Heli hunting on the DOC estate.

I am a conversationalist, recreational hunter, Outdoor safety instructor, Primary school deputy principal and father. In all
these capacities | am unable to find justification for this practice. | can find no way to describe this as a worthwhile
activity to my children, those who I teach, and who ask about issues confronting the country today.

In fifty years I have never otherwise witnessed the senseless cruelty and violence that bull tahr experience during Heli
hunting. I have personally seen four heli chases where bull tahr have been targeted. They differed only in the degree of
pain and brutality that the animal went through before being dispatched. In all cases there was literally blood and body
parts left lying across many acres of high country before “prize trophy” was whisked away to a clean area to be
photographed and recorded as some sort of New Zealand hunting experience.

No part of NZ should be subjected to the noise and disruption that heli hunting imposes and that we witness as almost a
daily occurrence in the South Island High country. I am especially concerned about the practice happening in National
parks. I cannot imagine the message that we are sending to our visitors to these wonderful places when they see and

hear this mayhem.

I am convinced that the only people in favour of this behaviour are the pilots and so called guides who are charging for
this abhorrence. The conservations boards are opposed as are all the outdoor recreational groups. The voices of New
Zealanders are not being listened to and | find that unconscionable and undemocratic.

I strongly urge you to stand up for what is right in the coming months and effect a change of legislation to outlaw this

inhumane and immoral behaviour.
I ook forward to receiving your reply outlining what you as a government MP. will do to rectify this activity.
Yours faithfuily

Jonathan Young




